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CU Museum of Natural History Pre- and Post-Visit Activity





Curriculum area(s):  Anthropology, Zoology, or Paleontology (depending on your tour at the CU Museum)





Grade Level: 3 and up





Overview: Students will explore and organize what they know about the topic of their field trip to the CU Museum by drawing a “Mind Map” and, following the tour, will revisit the Map to add or change some of the information.





Goals: At the completion of this activity, students will…


Have organized their thoughts about the topic of their field trip to the CU Museum.


Create associations and connections about the topic of their field trip. 





Materials:


Blank white paper and writing instruments





Procedure:


Hand out paper to each student. 


Ask students to think about what they already know or think they know about the topic of their field trip to the CU Museum. 


Instructions to students:


Write the title of the tour they will be taking at the CU Museum in the middle of their paper and circle it.


Write down what they know or think they know about the topic around the central circle/topic. Use images, words, and pictures and include any personal connections, thoughts, and ideas they have about the topic.


(After about 5 -7 minutes) Have students circle and connect related ideas to create a Mind Map of their knowledge of the topic.


Share their answers with the class and discuss them. What kinds of things did they come up with? What connections did they make?


After the Museum tour, have students revisit their Mind Map and add to it or change it; or have the students create a second Mind Map and compare it to the one they made before the Museum tour. 


Again, have the students share their maps with the rest of the class and discuss them. 

















