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Archaeology activities to do at school or at home





Archaeologists are scientists who study the people who lived before us. They excavate sites to learn what people did and how they lived. By looking at what people left behind, we can learn a lot about them.  





Look at what people leave behind by excavating your trash can!  Many of the things that archaeologists find came from old trash heaps. Carefully take everything out of the trash can in your room, but don’t make a mess.  


What do you think a person could learn about you by looking at your trash?   


Which objects do you think would survive through time?


What is on the bottom?  Is it older than the trash on top?





Compare an object you use today to one that you saw in the museum.  Find a bowl that you eat out of and carefully examine it.


What material is it made of?


What types of decoration are on it?


Where did you find the bowl?  Where was it made?


How old is it?


Compare the bowl with your memories of the bowls you looked at in the museum.





You can take measurements and record observations on a card like we do at the museum.  Archaeologists can also learn about the past by looking at how we use objects in the present!

















