Investigation 2: Using Fossils to Date the Rocks

Investigation Summary: Students observe that while fossils are useful to understand past life and how it has changed or evolved over time, fossils can also be used to determine the relative ages of rocks and to temporally correlate rock units that occur in geographically distant areas.

Students will be able to…

· Observe that groups of animals do not live forever, but rather they exist over spans of geologic time that can be measured by geologists.

· Use the Geologic Time Scale to compare the time ranges over which different animals lived.

· Estimate the age of rocks by identifying the age range of the fossils found in the rocks.

· Compare their work to the work of paleontologists and geologists.

Inventory

1 set of fossils: Trilobite, Graptolite, Fern, Dinosaur Bone, Petrified Wood, Fossil Fish

1 set of fossil labels

10 hand lenses

10 12” Rulers

Geologic Time Scale

Geologic Map of Colorado

Data Collection Sheets

