Investigation 1: How Fossils Form

Investigation Summary: Students will examine several fossil and non-fossil specimens, record observations in their notebooks, and identify the type of fossil preservation. Students will learn the difference between a body and a trace fossil and will examine common methods of fossilization that preserve shell, bone, and wood.  

Students will be able to…

· Predict and infer how fossils are formed from previously living organisms.

· Compare and contrast molds, casts and permineralized fossils.

· Describe observations in terms of appearance and texture.

· Record data in a data table. 

Inventory

Part 1:

1 set of fossils: Trilobite, Petrified Wood, Bivalve, Fern, Coprolite, Dinosaur Bone 

1 set of non-fossils/unaltered remains: Unaltered Bone, Unaltered Shell 

1 set of fossil labels

10 hand lenses 

2 tape measures

10 rulers

Data Collection Sheets

Part 2: 

1 set of fossils:
Trilobite, Petrified Wood, Bivalve, Fern, Coprolite, Dinosaur Bone

1 set of non-fossils/unaltered remains: Unaltered Bone, Unaltered Shell 

1 set of fossil labels

Data Collection Sheets

