Investigation 4: Fossil Leaves and Climate Change

Investigation Summary: Students observe the properties of leaf size, shape and margin. Students categorize leaves and use categories to determine the temperature under which groups of leaves grew.

Students will be able to…

· Observe, describe, and compare the properties of fossil leaves

· Examine how plants are influenced by climate

· Observe that climate has changed over geologic time

· Observe how different groups of plants occur in different fossil deposits

· Compare their work to the work of paleobotanists

Inventory

24 Fossil Leaf Cards (12 each from Florissant Flora and Green River Flora)

2 Fossil Leaves – one smooth edged, and one jagged edged

1 Paleotemperature Chart 

Diagram of Leaf Margin Classification

Data Collection Sheet

